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PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT NOT CONFIDENTIAL

Objectives:

1. To determine the incidence and prognosis of alergy, alergic disease and low lung function in adults living
in Europe.

2. To describe the distribution of exposure to known or suspected environmental risk factors associated with
the incidence and prognosis of alergy, adlergic disease and low lung function.

3. To determine the risk attributable to chronic exposure to these environmental risk factors for the incidence
and prognosis of alergy, adlergic disease and low lung function.

4. To identify subgroups within the population based on gender, prior disease status, bronchia responsiveness
and genetic risk who may be more susceptible to these environmenta risk factors and measure their
EXCess risk.

5. To establish a DNA bank taken from representative samples of the population that can be linked to health
and environmentd information.

Results and Milestones:

WP1 (management of the project)
database of al personnd in ECRHS and contacts maintained

minutes of al mesting circulated. Two weekly ‘Bulletin’ of study progress e-mailed to al researchers
engaged on project

progress of partners and the central laboratory is monitored through regular reports
regular appropriate communication with the Scientific Officer maintained
queries from centres and ad hoc queries from other researchers and members of the public deat with

groups of researchers have formed working groups who meet at least once a year to discuss programmes
of andysis

steering committee have met once formally, once informally and twice via conference call to review
progress and once with principal investigators and other research staff to report progress. Information and
decisions made cascaded to principa investigators through minutes of meetings and Bulletin.

WP2 (standardisation of assessment of participants at fieldwork centres)

Quality Control visitsto Pavia, Turin, Verona, Paris, Grenoble, Erfurt, Base, Tartu, Umea, Goteburg and
all Spanish centres were carried out

Research paper describing protocol provisionally accepted by peer reviewed journal
WP3 (collection of health data by al centres)

14 partners (16 centres) have finished health data collection

5 partners (6 centres) are collecting health data and one partner (2 centres) have yet to begin

around 2680 participants (around 7820 in total) participantsin total have been seen in afieldwork centre
WP4 (collection of analysis of dust)

8 partners (10 centres) have finished collecting dust samples through home visits

10 partners (11 centres) are collecting dust samples and one partner (2 centres) have yet to begin

around 3200 participants (around 4000 in total) in total have provided dust samples







WP5 (Historica Air Pollution Data)
A report for this workpackage is available (deliverable 4)
A database of summary statistics has been established (deliverable 5)
This workpackage is how complete
WP6 (PM, 5 assessment at local Study centre)
PM s monitoring has been completed for 18 partners (21 centres)
An Air Pollution working group meeting was held in March 2001 and Sept 2001
WP7 (elementa analysis of filters)
About 1600 filters have been analysed for elements using ED-RXF in the Swiss laboratory
A report on methodology is available (deliverable 6)
WPB8 (anaysis of blood for specific and tota 1gE)
About 2500 samples have been analysed
WP9 (establishment of DNA bank) Not EU Funded
About 60 samples suitable for DNA extraction (around 3250 in total to date) have been collected
1960 samples have been transferred to the laboratory in Germany for storage and future extraction
WP 10 (assembly of data and creation of data files)
17 partners (20 centres) have sent date from short questionnaire
WP13 (association of occupation with health) Partly EU Funded
An Occupationa Working Group meeting was held in April 2001
WP14 (Working Group Qudlity of Life)
Data on quality of life has been collected from around 2680 participants (around 7820 in total)
WHP15 (dissemination of study deliverablesto policy makers and patient groups
Database of al ECRHS publications maintained
All questionnaires are available at the co-ordinating centre
Website of ECRHS Il has been maintained and updated
Leaflet detailing ECRHS |1 has been prepared and printed and 200 copies forwarded to the EC

Benefits and Beneficiaries:

The results will provide a database of internationally comparable information on changes in asthma, respiratory
problems and allergy which will provide information as to how the globa increase in the prevalence of asthma

can be managed

Future Actions:
WP1 (management of project), WP6 (PM;.s assessment) and WP7 (elemental analyses on PM, s filters)
Will continue into the third reporting period







WP2 (standardisation of assessment),WP3 (collection of health data), WP4 (collection of dust samples), WP8
(analysis of blood for specific and total IgE)

Will be completed during the next reporting period
WP (establishment of DNA bank)
Samples will continue to be transferred to Partner 3 (GSF) during the next reporting period.
Applications for extra funding for DNA extraction and analysis to be made
WP10 (assembly of data and creation of data files)
Will continue during the third reporting period with all data being transferred to the co-ordinating centre

WP11 (analyses of association of air pollution with health) & WP12 (analysis of association of indoor
pollutants with hedlth)

Will commence during the next reporting period.

WP13 (association of occupation with heath) and WP14 (working group quality of life)
Data collection will continue and anayses will commence when hedth datais available
Working group meetings will be held

WHP15 (dissemination of study)

Website will be developed further

Database of individuals who work in environment and health policy and of patient user groups
organisations to be developed




